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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY

The Panamint chipmunk occurs along the eastside of the southern Sierra Nevada, and in
the desert ranges of southern Mono Co. south to San Bernardino Co. It is a common,
yearlong resident of pinyon-juniper and juniper habitats, residing primarily in rocky outcrops in
these habitats. Ranges from 1700-2700 m (5700-9000 ft)

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS

Feeding: Primarily granivorous, but reported foods include pinyon and juniper fruits (Burt
1934), willow catkins (Hall 1946), seeds, fruits, green vegetation, arthropods, some lichens,
bark, and carrion. Captive animals consumed 4-5.5 g of food per day (Hirshfeld 1975).
Forages on ground, in shrubs, and trees. Probably caches.

Cover: Uses rocks and ground burrows for shelter and nesting. Probably uses the shade
of trees and rocks for thermoregulation.

Reproduction: Uses rocks and ground burrows for nesting.

Water: Does not require a source of water other than food, but will use water if available.

Pattern: Primarily a rock dweller. Soil is thin in preferred habitat; fissured granite cliffs and
ledges are abundant. Closely tied to presence of pinyon pine (Johnson 1940).

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY

Activity Patterns: Diurnal. This species is a facuItative hibernator, depending on
temperature and snow cover. May also show reduced activity in hot summer months.

Seasonal Movements/Migration: None reported.

Home Range: No data found.

Territory: Probably defends nest area. Possibly defends food concentrations, such as
pinyon pines with heavy cone crops.

Reproduction: In Nevada, males are reproductively active between March and June;
copulation probably occurs in April and May. Parturition occurs in late May to June and the
young are weaned in August and September (Hirshfeld 1975). Gestation lasts about 36 days.
Reported litter sizes range from 3-9, with averages of 3.8, 4.2, and 5.75 (Hirshfeld and
Bradley 1977, Hirshfeld 1975, and Deacon et al. 1964, respectively). Young are hairless at
birth, and become active above ground by 6 wk.



Niche: This small, diurnal omnivore occupies habitats similar to those occupied by T.
amoenus along the east side of the Sierra Nevada south of Lake Tahoe. Possibly, like T.
amoenus, it is precluded from sagebrush habitats because of low heat tolerance (Chappell
1978). T. panamintinus occurs parapatrically to T. minimus, which occupies open sagebrush
habitat. Predators probably include raptors, weasels, coyotes, bobcats, and foxes.

Comments: This species is little studied in California.
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